
The same technology in today's credit cards is changing the way people do many common
tasks around the house. NFC tags which are widely available at Amazon and other online
retailers, are an inexpensive way to automize many of the things they do on a daily basis. I'm
showing how these things work and some of the creative ways you can use them.
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I'm not suggesting these little stickers can change your life, but they can make it easier. I'm
Jamey Tucker coming up with some of the coolest technology you've ever seen.

ANCHOR INTRO

WE'D ALL LIKE TO MAKE LIFE EASIER, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT COMES TO DOING
THINGS AROUND THE HOUSE. NOW A VERY INEXPENSIVE PACK OF STICKERS CAN
HELP WITH CHORES.

IT'S THE SAME TECHNOLOGY FOUND IN CREDIT CARDS. OUR CONSUMER
TECHNOLOGY REPORTER JAMEY TUCKER SHOWS US HOW TAPPING A PHONE ON
ONE OF THESE STICKERS, CAN DO ALL SORTS OF THINGS.

PACKAGE SCRIPT

They don't look like it, but there's great power inside these stickers. They're called "NFC tags"
which stand for 'near field communication'. Inside is a computer chip and an antenna. No
kidding. Simply tapping one of the stickers with a smartphone can trigger smart home devices,
send text messages, and set reminders.
Here's an example: Have you ever left a load of laundry in the washing machine? Forget about

it and they're all smelly?
Here's what I did, I programmed one of these NFC tags to set a timer when I start the laundry.
This washing machine takes 47 minutes to do a load. I tap my phone on the tag to start the
timer. And in 47 minutes when the laundry is done, I get a notification and alarm on my phone.
I've set up a sticker behind my furnace filter. When I replace the filter I tap the tag to be
reminded in 3 months that it's time to replace it again.
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You can use the tags to send reminders and messages to someone else's phone. Like when
you feed the dog or add a frequently purchased item to a grocery list.

I set up this tag for the car. When I tap it, the phone sends a message to my family that I'm
headed home. And it starts playing my driving playlist. Android users can share access to your
home WiFi. Guests won't have to enter a password. They can just tap a sticker or tag to be
logged on to my network.
so how do you get these tags to do what you want them to do? That's another story and we'll
talk about that next time. That's What the Tech? I'm Jamey Tucker

ANCHOR TAG

DESPITE HOW MUCH TECHNOLOGY IS INCLUDED IN THOSE TAGS, THEY'RE
INEXPENSIVE. A PACK OF 50 COSTS ABOUT 15 DOLLARS, OR 30 CENTS A PIECE.

WEB STORY

Technology has made our lives much easier. Some of it can be frustrating but there's no
denying smartphones have changed our lives forever. Newer technology is improving
convenience even more.
One of the latest technologies is called NFC, or 'near field communication". It's the same
technology used in credit cards, digital business cards, and other things that trigger a response
by tapping a smartphone against a small device or pad.

Now NFC tags are in the mainstream, allowing users to control smart home devices and run
shortcuts they create on iPhones and Android devices.

For example, you can create a shortcut to turn on the lights, a security system, or set an alarm.
Shortcuts can also automate sending text messages and set reminders. By using NFC tags and
stickers, triggering those shortcuts is even easier.

Here's an example: have you ever left a load of laundry in the washing machine? Forget about
it and they're all smelly? It happens and it's a stinky problem that often requires running the
washing machine once or twice more.

I programmed an NFC tag to set a timer when I started the laundry. My washing machine takes
47 minutes to do a load. I set up the tag using the Shortcuts app on an iPhone to create and
start a timer for 47 minutes and stuck it next to the washing machine. When I tap my phone on
the tag it starts the timer. In 47 minutes when the laundry is done, I get a notification and alarm
on my phone.

I've set up a sticker behind my furnace filter to set a reminder. When I replace the filter I tap the
tag to be reminded in 3 months that it's time to replace it again.



You can use the tags to send reminders and messages to someone else's phone. Like when
you feed the dog or add a frequently purchased item to a grocery list.

I set up a tag for the car. When I tap it, the phone sends a message to my family that I'm
headed home and it starts playing my driving playlist.

Android users can share access to your home WiFi. Guests won't have to enter a password.
They can just tap a sticker or tag to be logged on to my network. I haven't figured out how to do
this on an iPhone.

You might think that this technology packed in a small disc or sticker might cost a pretty penny
but I've found them online for $15 for a pack of 50. They come in different colors, as stickers or
discs, and many can be marked with a pen so you remember what they're for.

So how do you get these tags to do what you want them to do? That's another story and we'll
talk about that next time.


