
AAA predicts over 42 million Americans will travel over the Memorial Day weekend holiday.
That's the most since 2000. A majority of those travelers will be in a car on a highway
somewhere. This week I'm going to be looking at some tech for traveling. Today it's a look at
how to stay connected. A trick to find a cell tower when you suddenly lose a signal, why you
may be charging your phone in the car all wrong, and something you can do if someone is
running out of time on their data plan.
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ON-CAMERA TEASE

Are you traveling over the Memorial Day weekend? You and about 42 million other people.
The highways are going to be crowded over the Memorial Day weekend holiday. I'm Jamey
Tucker, coming up with some tech tips to make traveling more bearable.

ANCHOR INTRO

TRIPLE-A PREDICTS SOME 42 MILLION AMERICANS WILL BE TRAVELING OVER THE
MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY WEEKEND. THAT'S THE MOST IN OVER 2 DECADES. AND
THAT MEANS CROWDED HIGHWAYS, TRAFFIC JAMS, AND HIGH GAS PRICES.

IT CAN TURN A FUN 3-DAY WEEKEND INTO A LONG SLOW JOURNEY AND EXPENSIVE
JOURNEY. OUR CONSUMER TECHNOLOGY REPORTER JAMEY TUCKER SAYS, SOME
TECH GADGETS AND TRICKS CAN MAKE YOUR TRIP MORE ENJOYABLE AND LESS
STRESSFUL.

PACKAGE SCRIPT

If you're not using Waze as a GPS for the car, you're traveling wrong. Sure Apple Maps is
convenient for iPhone users and has improved, but Waze is used by far more people who
constantly update traffic information, hazards, and police presence.

It isn't totally hands-free and you can't make it the default GPS app on the iPhone. If you ask
Siri to "give me directions to Denver, Colorado", it'll open Apple Maps and if you've deleted it,
you'll be prompted to install it. but you can ask Siri to "launch Waze and give me directions to



Walt Disney world. " Gas prices jump over summer holidays, to find the best price while you're
tooling down the highway, the app GasBuddy is the most dependable way to find gas prices. It's
widely used by other travelers and prices are generally updated daily, if not hourly.

If your internet connection gets super slow on the highway, here's a trick: turn on airplane
mode for 3 seconds, then turn it off again. This forces the phone to search for the nearest cell
tower.

Ever wonder why your phone doesn't charge very fast in the car, if at all? The USB ports
in most cars are made for listening to music or connecting CarPlay. Pick up one of these
chargers that plug into a cigarette lighter. These provide 4-6 amps and can charge a phone 10
times faster than a USB port. Use a brand-name charger and cable. The cheapos you see in
gas stations aren't reliable, or fast, and can overheat.

the cigarette lighter isn't always easy to find these days. This one is well under the passenger
seat foot room. Also, get a very long charging cable for the people in the backseat. That's What
the Tech? I'm Jamey Tucker

ANCHOR TAG

TRIPLE-A SAYS THE WORST TIME TO HIT THE ROAD THIS WEEKEND IS THURSDAY AND
FRIDAY BETWEEN 3 AND 6, AND MONDAY AFTERNOON.

WEB STORY

AAA predicts 42 million Americans will travel over the Memorial Day weekend holiday. That's
the most since 2000. A majority of those travelers will be on the highway which means you'll see
more traffic, longer drive times, and higher gas prices.

That's probably not enough of a deterrent to keep people at home so if your holiday plans
include a car ride, you should be prepared for spending more time on the highway.

Of course, there are a few things you can do before you leave home to make the car ride as
enjoyable as possible, keep your gas expenses down, and keep those devices charged and
connected.

If you're not using Waze as a GPS for the car, you're traveling wrong. Sure Apple Maps is
convenient for iPhone users and has improved, but Waze is used by far more people who
constantly update traffic information, hazards, and police presence.

It isn't totally hands-free and you can't make it the default GPS app on the iPhone. If you ask
Siri to "give me directions to", it'll open Apple Maps but you can ask Siri to "launch Waze and
give me directions to" which will trigger Waze to give you directions and traffic information.

Gas prices jump over summer holidays, to find the best price while you're tooling down the
highway, the app GasBuddy is the most dependable way to find gas prices. It's widely used by
other travelers and prices are generally updated daily, if not hourly. And you could save a good

https://newsroom.aaa.com/2023/05/42-3-million-americans-expected-to-travel-for-memorial-day/


bit without driving out of the way. This recent search shows a price spread of 29 cents a gallon.
Do your fellow travelers a solid and update the price when you fill up.

If your internet connection gets super slow on the highway, here's a trick: turn on airplane
mode for 3 seconds, then turn it off again. This forces the phone to search for the nearest cell
tower. You could go from one bar to 5G LTE for all the speed you need.

Ever wonder why your phone doesn't charge very fast in the car? The USB ports in
most cars are just for listening to your music or connecting CarPlay. Pick up a charger that plugs
into a cigarette lighter. These provide 4-6 amps and can charge a phone 10 times faster than a
USB port. Use a brand-name charger and cable. The cheapos you see in gas stations aren't
reliable, or fast, and can overheat.

You may have to search for the cigarette lighter too. Many are tucked inside the center console
while I've seen a few that are hidden underneath the passenger side's legroom. Also, get a very
long charging cable for the people in the backseat.

AAA says the best times to travel over the Memorial Day weekend are before 1 o'clock and
noon Thursday and Friday and before 10 a.m. on Monday. Otherwise, you will hit the most traffic
over the weekend.
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